
"There is no Frigate 
like a Book To take us 
Lands away" – Emily 
Dickinson
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“That's the thing about 
books. They let you travel 
without moving your 
feet...” 
― Jhumpa Lahiri

“I do believe something very magical can happen 
  when you read a good book.” ―J.K. Rowling 
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RISING SOPHOMORES

“You want weapons? We're in a 
library. Books are the best weapon 
in the world. This room's the 
greatest arsenal we could have. Arm 
yourself!”
Dr. Who



Mr. 
Hofstetter

Dear Rising Sophomores:

Yes, we know you deserve a break after a long and arduous year 

and yes, we do want you to enjoy the summer, but we also want 

you to use your vacation time productively. Therefore, you are 

required to read The Alchemist, by Paulo Coelho (you will need your 

copy for the first few weeks of school) and complete ONE of the 

books from the options on the following page. During your first 

week at school, your English teacher will be assigning an in-class 

writing assignment on your reading choice -so be prepared!

Remember, you need not like or agree with everything you read. 

Sometimes a book that provokes dissent is as stimulating as a book 

that echoes our own thoughts. Our hope is that your summer 

reading will engage your minds, stimulate thought, and help you to 

clarify and become more comfortable with your individual and 

unique perspectives on life.

Best wishes for a healthy and productive summer. 

Sincerely,

Ms. Mayer
Ms. Pahuskin

Ms. Marcus



Fahrenheit 451
 By: Ray Bradbury

Station Eleven 
By: John Mandel

Unbroken
By: Laura Hillenbrand

Lord of the Flies 
By: William Golding

  SURVIVAL

I Am Malala 
By: Malala Yousafzai



The only important thing in a 
book is the meaning that it has 
for you.
–W. Somerset Maugham


